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8- APR 1985

Hovcerable Williay: 1. Dawson
Chalrsoan, Coroo ities on
Cowers:-sal Opevaticns
House of Reprusssintives
¥ashiagton, O. . 20518

Dear Mz, Chalrn an:

We wish 1o subec Rt the viewe of this Agency on M. R, 4845,
29th Comgrens, & bl “To provids lor the econu-ie and eficlant
purebase, lebse, naistensnce, cperation, and millsatien of avie-
il data protsasing equipr emt by Federal departr-ents and agencies

We endarea H. R. 4345 's objactive to achisve sconoiic and
sllactive use of autor atic 4ala gprovessing squiprent. Coldancs,
suppert, sad siandardization ave esires aly in poriant goals in the
suterratic daia procoseing field. Further, we apprecisie the prodie
of dyafring scch legislation te assure that the authorities aed respon-
sibilities ars sufficient (o the tand, withowt L palring the affsetivences
of Paderal ageacies,

As 5 the ane with -~ aay ciber agencies, the Central
Iatslligence Agemcy regards aviec-atle dais processeing eqaip sal
8 3 invaluabls and (ndiepensable sid in the perfore aznce of Its
responsivilitles. Zuch equip:-est has suhanced sur capability o
coordinate, torvelate, aod ovalunte the vital and con plicated securit -
data snd istelligence inforc.ation whick we are raceiving in sver-
increasing quantities,
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CIA oses both specialized and general commercial eguipereat
in tts automcatic deta processing prograv:. In boik cases, however,
wiilisation is inentricably tavolved In the secority responsibilities of
tha Director of Central Intelligence.

For your information, the National jecurity Act of 1947, as
sxcended, provides, in part, ae {ollews:

*asvs That the Diractor of Centrai Istelligesce shall

bo responsible for protecting lutelligence souvces and
methods froe: undutborised disclosure; ... " {58 U.3.C. 401,

Although we wholeheartedly support the basic objective of the
bill, compliance by the Director of Central Intelligence with the full
scope of the authorities and responsibilities of the Adicinistrator, 054,
raises 2 sarious question of cunflict with the Direcior's statatury
respansiblilicy to protect imelligonce sovrces and methods and data
ralating to the organization of this Agency.

Wa are infored that there (s ne intert to suberdinate the security
responsibilicies of the Director of Cemtral Iuelligence to the provisioss
af the bill. This was also indicated in the hearings and flocr discussion
wi M. %, 317, a stmilar b1l bntroduced in the B8ith Congrees, where we
find nurseross refsrences to intelligonce as an sxmnple of the type of
activities the Administrator would or sheuld exen pt from: the provisioss
of 1he proposad law,

Waile H.R. 4845 provides the Administrator with stiailar
aathority te grant exceptisas {ros. the full scope of the Bbill, we feel
that the poteniial for siatutery conflict on this ratier warranis clari-
fication in tha bill iteell. Therefore, we reconzcend that there be
addad to the sentence which ends ou line 3, page 5, the following provise:
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"t Previded, That where a head of & Federal agency
detern ines that complience will require the daclosure
of sationsl securiiy Inforration for which he has respon-
sibllity, pursuani t¢ law, to protect fron unavthorised
dinclosure, the provistons of thiy section shall not apply. ©

Ve will be happy 16 provide an; additicnsl luforrnation that youy
Carnreition oy reguest,
of the Adedaletraiion’s progras, there Is no ¢hjection o the subissicon

KSigned) -

Idssribuiion:
Lrig and 1 ~ Addresses

1 - Executive Director
1-ER
1 - DDP
1- 005
i-~-001
1 - DOSET
1 - OGC/LC Subject

OGC/LC/LLM:rm (6 April 1965)
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